Course  Content 
for 

Interpretive  Theory 
conducted  by 
STANLEY  FISH 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LAW  SCHOOL 

1990  -  91 


:orage 


k 

13 

11(7 


BORA  LASKIN  LAW  LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Course  Content 
for 

Interpretive  Theory 
conducted  by 
STANLEY  FISH 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LAW  SCHOOL 


1990 


91 


J  l 

J 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
University  of  Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/coursecontentforOOfish 


Course  Content 
for 

Interpretive  Theory 
conducted  by 
Stanley  Fish 

University  of  Toronto  Law  School 


These  materials  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  reading  for  the 
seminar  I  shall  give  at  the  University  of  Toronto  Law  School. 
The  class  is  scheduled  to  meet  seven  times. 
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Sessions  1-3  will  concentrate  on  J.L.  Austin  and  H.L.A.  Hart 
with  some  reference  to  the  Searle/Derrida  debate  on  Austin. 


Session  4  will  consider  three  key  essays  by  Ronald  Dworkin. 


Session  5  will  read  Jurgen  Habermas's  "What  is  Universal 
Pragmatics?"  against  Knapp  and  Michael's  "Against  Theory." 

Session  6  will  consider  the  neo-pragmatist  account  of  the 
law  as  presented  in  early  legal  realist  essays,  Richard 
Posner's  The  Problems  of  Jurisprudence  and  the  work  of 
Richard  Rorty. 

Session  7  will  specifically  address  the  question  of  legal 
autonomy  with  special  reference  to  the  work  of  Posner,  Fish, 
Luhmann,  and  Weinrib. 


The  materials  from  Critical  Legal  Studies,  the  manuscript  essay 
by  Derrida,  and  Christopher  Norris's  consideration  of  the 
relationship  between  law,  deconstruction,  and  literary  criticism 
will  be  brought  in  at  appropriate  moments.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
spend  some  time  discussing  the  Norris  and  Derrida  pieces  although 
I  am  not  sure  at  this  moment  of  when  they  will  be  introduced. 


The  requirements  for  the  course  are  two: 


1.  Perfect  attendance. 

2.  A  paper  from  7-10  pages  in  length  on  a  question  or 
topic  that  rises  either  from  class  disscussions  or  readings. 
Papers  on  the  short  side  will  be  embraced;  papers  of  excessive 
length  will  not  be  read. 
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